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CONFIDENTIAL LUBUMBASHI 0631 
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TAGS: PINS, MILI, CG 

SUBJECT: COURT MARTIAL OF EX-BRIGADIER GENERAL TASHIKEVA 

REF: KINSHASA 5651 

1 . SEVERAL INFORMED SOURCES IN LUBUMBASHI HAVE REPORTED 
THAT GENERAL TSHIKEVA WAS PUT ON TRIAL AND CONDEMNED TO 
DEATH BECAUSE SCAPEGOAT NEEDED FOR FALL OF KOLWEZI. 

TSHIKEVA'S CRIME WAS TO BE CAUGHT AT HIS HOUSE WITHOUT A 
RADIO OR TELEPHONE AND CUT OFF FROM HEADQUARTERS AND TROOPS 
AT TIME OF ATTACK. IT IS BELIEVED THAT HE WAS SICK AS 

NOTED IN REFTEL, AND ANGERED INFLUENTIAL LOWER RANKING OFFICERS. 
LOCAL JOURNALISTS SAY THAT OFFICIAL VERSION OF EVENTS AS 
APPEARED IN PRESS IS TOTALLY MISLEADING. 

2. COURT APPOINTED LAWYER WHO DEFENDED GENERAL TSHIKEVA 
WAS MBU NE LETANG, WHO IS PROBABLY LEADING ZAIRIAN LAWYER 
IN LUBUMBSHI. MBU HAD DEFENDED COLONEL MAMPA A FRIEND 

OF MANY YEARS, WHO WAS SCAPEGOAT ACCUSED OF TREASON AFTER 
1977 WAR. MBU HAD TURNED DOWN REQUEST EARLIER IN THE 
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WEEK TO DEFEND TSHIKEVA BECAUSE HE WAS UNACQUAINTED 
WITH THE GENERAL AND DID NOT FEEL HE SHOULD BE DEFENDER 
OF MILTARY "TRAITORS'' SECOND YEAR IN A ROW. AFTER 
ACCEPTING COURT APPOINTMENT AND MEETING GENERAL TSHIKEVA 
MBU WAS CONVINCED THAT CHARGES WERE TRUMPED UP AND THE 
GOVERNMENT WAS MERELY LOOKING FOR ANOTHER SCAPEGOAT 
TO COVER FOR GENERAL FAZ INCOMPETENCE. 
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